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SEAG Training Needs Survey – February 2009

Eatonville Special Education Advisory Group

The SEAG would like to provide training opportunities in the future. We would like to know your opinion about topics of interest that we can offer.  Your opinion is valuable to us! Please return this survey to your child’s teacher or the Special Services Office by February 11, 2009. Thank you.  

Please provide your email if you want to receive ESD Special Services Quarterly Newsletters. You will receive it by mail if no email is given.  If you prefer to keep your survey information unknown, then please provide your e-mail address to Eatonville School District Special Services Office.

□ My E-mail Address: _____________________________________

□ I prefer to provide my e-mail address to the district office

□ I will receive ESD Special Services Quarterly Newsletters by mail

What are the ages of children you are most interested in learning about:

□ Birth to three


□ Middle school age




□ Pre-school age


□ High school age 




□ Elementary age


□ Transition (Ages 18-21)




What topics would you like to have offered:

□ Laws – IDEA / LRE


□ IEP-Individualized Education Plans




□ Hearing/Vision Disabilities

□ Physical/Occup Therapy - Gross/Fine Motor

□ Autism




□ Speech Therapy


□ Aspergers



□ Psych Therapy

□ ADD/ADHD



□ Childhood Trauma

□ CP-Cerebral Palsy


□ Testing/Evaluations

□ Behavior Disorders


□ Early Reading Skills

□ Developmental Delays


□ Other________________________________________

□ Discipline



□ Other________________________________________

What is the best way for you to learn about these topics:

□ Daytime Class


□ Internet/web-based learning

□ Evening Class


□ Other________________________________________

□ Saturday Workshops (4–6 Hrs)
□ Other________________________________________

□ Quarterly Newsletter from ESD Special Services
Other Comments: ____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
[image: image6.wmf][image: image2.emf]  The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. A school newsletter can be a great way to develop a strong relationship with parents. First, choose a short title or theme for your newsletter — something like "School News," or “Back to School.”  If you’d like,  you  can also add a   date and   volume number  for yo ur  newsle t ter.   Next, establish how much time  and money you can spend on your  newsletter. These factors will  help determine how frequently  you publish the newsletter and  its length.  


Dear Parents and/ or Guardians,





Welcome back!  I hope that everyone had a wonderful and relaxing winter break.  I would like to take the time now to introduce myself.  My name is Cristin Blaskowitz and this is my first year in the Eatonville School District.  I am so excited to be here working with your children and community.  This is a new beginning for all of us, and I am looking for a wonderful and


productive year.  I’m writing to tell you that I welcome comments and suggestions from the parents and/or guardians of our students.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if there’s something you’d like to discuss.





First of all, I want everyone to know that I intend to help establish a safe environment for your children, an environment that will foster a progressive learning experience for both our students and our staff.   I would like to take this chance to ask everyone to assist me in this endeavor.   We are a team and it does take a village to raise our children!  





Thank you for your cooperation and for your involvement.  I look forward to working together in the best interest of your child.  Again, I encourage you to contact me at anytime throughout the rest of the school year if you have a question or concern about your child’s learning abilities, behavior, study habits or anything else you feel you want to discuss.





You can reach me here at Special Services @ (360) 879-1800 or email me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:cristin_blaskowitz@eatonville.wednet.edu" �cristin_blaskowitz@eatonville.wednet.edu�





Sincerely,


Mrs. Blaskowitz
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A Parent’s Role in Emergent Literacy


 


Laura Justice, PhD, CCC-SLP is a nationally recognized clinician and applied researcher in early childhood language and literacy development and educational interventions.  During a recent seminar she explained current best, evidence-based practice across a continuum of literacy instruction which follows three developmental stages:  1.Emergent Literacy, learning about print and sound; 2..Early Literacy, learning to decode; and 3. Conventional Literacy, reading to learn.  Given the ideal acquisition of learning in each of the stages, by fourth grade, children should have acquired comprehension skills which are sufficient to facilitate learning in all academic areas throughout their school careers.  Kids with strong emergent literacy skills at ages 3, 4, and 5 will probably achieve that goal while children who struggle during early-stage reading instruction will continue to have difficulty in reading.  At this time in the United States, 37% of fourth graders are struggling to read at grade level. 


 


Although nurture determines the timing, skill acquisition occurs in a prescribed sequence; with recent research highlighting the much greater influence that environment plays on early emergent literacy.  The emergent literacy period encompasses four or five years for typical children raised in print-rich homes, where books and magazines are readily available, younger children are read to, and family members discuss what they have read or learned with each other.   Remember that expressive language and the ability to relate narratives is closely related to later competence in reading comprehension.   Parents have the greatest influence over success during this early period and are in fact, their child’s primary teachers.  Here are some things to target in making your children ready for entering school:


Read to your children.  Discuss the beginning, middle, and ends of stories.  Talk about whether the stories are real or make-believe.  Discuss favorite characters and reasons for choosing them.


Take turns among family members telling stories about family events.  Be patient and encouraging as your young child relates stories, repeating back his/her key phrases to demonstrate that you are listening to the message and as encouragement toward ever-increasing success.


Point out familiar signs and words in the environment.


Encourage pretend writing; it is a precursor to the real thing.


Repeat nursery rhymes, emphasizing rhythm and similar sounds.  Point out all rhymes and similar sounds as if you are delighted in their discovery.  Sing the alphabet song.  Familiar songs and rhymes should be sung over and over.  


Act out stories and plays, emphasizing beginning, middle, and end as well as characters and setting.


Read fables and tales with morals, emphasizing the main themes of the stories.


Visit the library and book fairs, attend school plays, and encourage children to create their own fictional stories and plays. 





With such support during the Emergent Literacy Period in early childhood, young children will enter kindergarten with basic alphabet knowledge and an understanding of why we read.   They stand poised to respond to the new, structured academic reading environment.  





Joanne B Quirk, M.S., CCC-SLP









































"There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate's loot on Treasure Island." 





— Walt Disney 
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The Vocabulary of Special Services


Kelly Mainard, School Psychologist 


Educational Advocacy Consultant





If you have seen medical dramas on television you, no doubt, are familiar with the abbreviated vocabulary of medicine.  Here’s a line you may have heard:  “Start an IV with D5W TKO, and administer 5mg of MS IV PRN pain.”   To most people unfamiliar with the language of medicine, this is gibberish.  To those in the medical field, it is clear that this is an order to place an intravenous line with followed by a dose of morphine as needed for pain.





In education we also have a shared and specialized language.  Unfortunately, we often forget when we are meeting with parents and community members that our “shared” language is not always well understood by those outside education.    I have put together a list of a few common terms and definitions.   If you are attending a school-related meeting with your child and you do not understand the terminology—please don’t hesitate to ask.  Our goal is for you to fully understand what the team is proposing for your child and have your knowledgeable input into that plan.





FAPE:  Free Appropriate Public Education—a right of all children in the U.S. 


IDEA: Federal special education law that requires school districts to provide FAPE.


SDI: Specially Designed Instruction (a.k.a. Special Education).


Prior Written Notice:  Documentation districts are required to provide to parents on every action the district proposes as part of a special education referral, evaluation or IEP.  May also be called “Notice of Action.”


ADA:  American’s with Disabilities Act. Ensures access.  


CBA: Curriculum Based Assessment (Assesses a student on what the student has been taught)


RTI: Response to Intervention (a way to determine if a student has a learning disability)


FERPA:  Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act—a law that governs the disclosure of information in educational records.


LRE: Least Restrictive Environment—The requirement in SpEd law that disabled students be educated to the maximum extent appropriate in a regular classroom with typically-developing peers.


Section 504 Refers to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  Protects rights of students with disabilities and provides for services and accommodations necessary to meet the needs of such students. 


IEP: Individualized Education Program


504 Plan: The plan to accommodate a student with disabilities in the educational environment


ELL: English Language Learner 


GT:  Gifted/Talented 


SLD: Specific Learning Disability


EBD: Emotionally/Behaviorally Disabled


Norm-Referenced Test:  Compares a student’s test results to other students the same age or grade.


Objective Referenced Test:  Compares a student’s test results to what the student has been taught or what the student should know.





Although brief, this list of abbreviations should provide a basic background to the most common terminology.  Should you hear at some future time: “The IEP team is meeting to determine FAPE in the LRE for your student with SLD as determined by RTI” you’ll know exactly what was said.   But, if you don’t, we hope you ask.  





What is Occupational Therapy (OT) in the Educational Setting?





Occupational therapists are concerned with a person’s ability to participate in daily living activities or life “occupations” to the fullest of their ability.  In the school district, occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants are part of the education team and help children fulfill their roles as students.  OTs in the school setting support a student’s ability to engage in educationally relevant daily tasks such as academics, recess, lunch, self help skills, and preparation for post high school living.  OTs may achieve these goals by working with the student to gain skills such as strength and flexibility, hand-eye coordination, and fine motor skills.  They also work with teachers and educational staff to modify or adapt activities to improve the student’s access, participation, and independence with school related tasks.





School-based occupational therapy services are determined through the IEP process for students who are eligible for special education.  Occupational therapists complete assessments and work with the IEP team to determine what is needed for the student to achieve maximum success in the educational environment.  They work with the team to determine services, supports, modifications, and accommodations that the student requires to access their education.  If the student is found to be eligible for OT services in the school setting it is included in their IEP.  As part of this news letter we hope to provide you with information and resources that will help you better understand the services we provide as well as give you resources and ideas for use at home with your child.








Internet Links





American Occupational Therapy Association


� HYPERLINK "http://www.aota.org/" ��http://www.aota.org/�


Provides information, news, and updates about the occupational therapy profession.





OT Information for Parents


� HYPERLINK "http://www.link75.org/bcs/OTwebsite/OT_for_Parents.html" ��http://www.link75.org/bcs/OTwebsite/OT_for_Parents.html�


This website provides information for parents regarding what occupational therapists do with children, along with ideas for activities to develop motor skills.





OT Resources


� HYPERLINK "http://otresources.tripod.com/" ��http://otresources.tripod.com/�


This site includes lots of links about OT in general, OT in the schools, various disabilities, ideas to help develop motor skills, and much more.


















































Upcoming Events


February 5 ~


SEAG mtg.


4:00 – 6:00


February 11 ~ Open House


February 12 ~ half day


February 13-16 ~ mid-winter break
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Cristin Blaskowitz, Director of Special Services


Marge Powell, Secretary


P.O. Box 698 


Eatonville, WA 98328


Phone: (360) 879-1800


Fax:      (360) 879-1812
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